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master ..breakfasts, dines, and sups. At present he is taking
his breakfast."
Hsi-men Ch'ing smelled some incense that he had never
smelled before, and the music seemed nearer. "Step softly,"
said Chai, "we are quite close to his Eminence's study."
They went through another passage and came to a great
hall which seemed to Hsi-m6n Ch'ing like the palace of
the angels. Outside were storks and peacocks and many
strange birds. There were the Hortensia flowers which confer
Eternal Life, Flowers of the Sacred Cloud, and the Fu-sang
Plant; flowers that never faded, blossoming so luxuriantly
that the eye could scarce bear to dwell on them. Hsi-men
Ch'ing did not dare to press forward. He asked Chai to go
before him. *
They went^ into the hall. In the midst of it stood a.great
throne with a tiger skin thrown over it, and, on the throne,
sat a man robed in a gown with dragons embroidered upon
it. This was his Eminence the Imperial Tutor. Behind a
screen were twenty or thirty exquisite maidens in a row, all
dressed after the fashion- of the court. Some held kerchiefs
and some held fans Tfith which to refresh his Eminence. The
Comptroller stood beside him and Hsi-m6n Ch'ing kotowed
four times. His Eminence rose and, standing upon a rug,
returned the salutation. It was the first time they met.
The Comptroller approached the Imperial Tutor and
whispered. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing knew that he was being spoken
about, and again kotowed four times. Now the Imperial Tutor
did not rise. It was a sign that he was prepared to accept
Hsi-m£n as his ward. Then Hsi-mSn spoke and called him
'Father*.
"Your son," he said, "has nothing to offer. I have brought
no more than a few trifles in honour of your most illustrious
birthday. It is as though one brought a feather for ten thousand
li. But may your Eminence live as long as the Mountains
of the South !"*
"You are very kind," the Imperial Tutor said. "Please sit
down."
An attendant gave Hsi-mfen Ch'ing a chair. He bowed
twice and sat down. Tea was brought. Chai went out and
ordered the presents to be brought in. There were more than

